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Sonitex STX-1260 is a fabulous little sound element, ideal for enhancing
and texturing those downtempo and deep house soundscapes. Setting
the Sonitex STX 1260 up is quite straightforward, and it makes a fine
addition to your arsenal. In "STX-1260," Sonitex has sampled an 8-track
tape deck as well as a reel to reel tape recorder, a vinyl playback
jukebox and a digital tape recorder. Also included are a Korg mic
preamp emulator for simulation of the "hardware noise" of microphone
preamps, a digital tape playback effect, and sample and hold oscillators.
In "STX-1260," the Sonitex stage is divided into six individual effects. In
it, we first have a vinyl emulation stage, which creates different sorts of
noise and distortion as the signal traverses the player. This includes
even the kind of intermodulation distortion you will find on 78 rpm
records. The emulation stage then splits into a number of different
processing sections. Among these are multitrack emulations of tape
saturation, digital tape recording, and even a bit-reduction stage. A plug-
in-based gating circuit is used to change the amount of distortion that a
sound undergoes as it is played. Saturation refers to the bit-reversal
that occurs when playing back analog recordings. As a result, the sound
can become distorted; as it travels through an amplifier, it can get
distorted by the speaker and/or plate; and it can be attenuated by the
speaker's crossover and frequency response. The Sonitex saturation
stage is quite flexible, and there are multiple options as to how you
want to emulate the process. You can choose between various amounts
of distortion from simple dynamic clamping to a slow moving waveform.
After the saturation, there are multiple processing stages that can do a
variety of different things. Among these are some of the reverb types
that are available today. Finally, there's a bit-reduction stage, where the
amount of distortion is limited by adding more and more bit reversal as
it accumulates.
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Sonitex launched in December 2014, and after reading up on Sonitex on
Audiofanzine, I was instantly impressed with the unique stylistic

approach they were taking with their plugins. So I downloaded their free
preview version, and to my surprise, it did not disappoint at all. Looking

at the website, it actually reminded me a lot of the free Presets for
Ableton & Massive that are built into these vintage sounding plugins.

You can tell right away that Sonitex isn't for everyone, as there is
nothing mainstream sounding about the approach they took. It's meant
to be a plugin to experiment with and that's exactly what I did. In this
review I'd like to briefly highlight the features of the plugin and then

dive into the presets, which feature 90 + presets, created by the same
team who brought us Tone Nk V1 and now Sonitex Compac AG-K13 - a
plugin for all your sound designing and production needs! Let's start by
taking a look at the user-friendly interface of Sonitex Compac AG-K13.
As already indicated, it is by no means the most feature packed plugin
out there but for me it has all the most important functions covered. It

has 6 input channels with a combination of 6 internal effects (EQs,
compressors, de-essers, reverbs, and modulators) each with their own
dedicated section for control. The effects that work best in Sonitex are
its six Stereo Expander/Stereo Expander II, three Stereo Compressor,
and the Noise Gate. These are all easy to use and reproduce a wide

range of different timbre from very low/bassy sounds to very
high/punchy sounds. Because the effect chains of each stage can be

individually gated, the Stereo Expander and Stereo Compressor can be
used either in their default state (gated) or bypassed (unchanged) to
give you more creative freedom when fiddling with the sound. The

Stereo Expanders can be made mono or stereo, and you can select from
4, 8, 16, or 32 bands of equalization. The Stereo Compressor offers a

low threshold and a high threshold, allowing for subtle tonal changes, as
well as an expander mode that adds gain for low frequencies and a

stereo compressor mode that adds gain for high frequencies.
5ec8ef588b
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