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Lawmakers on Thursday passed a measure to keep families together at the border, with President Donald Trump going to great lengths to prevent the bill from receiving a vote in the Republican-controlled House of Representatives. “The Republican Party has had a very bad week.
They’ve had a lot of setbacks on judicial nominations and other things,” he said. “And I can understand why. So they’re very, very angry at congress right now.” The Department of Homeland Security in 2017 had zeroed-out the number of detention beds it used to provide to adult

immigrants arriving at the border and left families in hot, overcrowded holding cells. The law had been drafted by the Trump administration and could effectively end family separations at the border. After lobbying from both sides, the Senate on Wednesday approved an amendment that
provided permanent legal status to an estimated 1,600 children who were separated from their parents under the Trump administration’s zero tolerance policy. That measure did not include a provision to put the immigrant parents on a path to citizenship. But Senate Democrats then

continued working on their own immigration reform bill. On Thursday, a Senate working group has been formed to come up with a compromise bill by Christmas. “The President is behind us 100 percent,” said White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders. According to multiple reports, the
White House has warned that House Republicans will not support any deal that does not include a permanent path to citizenship for the 1.8 million undocumented immigrants in the country. Earlier, House speaker and Republican leader Nancy Pelosi told reporters that the Senate

Democrats’ agreement with the Trump administration was a “non-starter.” On Wednesday, the Supreme Court ruled that the Trump administration could keep families detained together indefinitely as they wait for their asylum requests to be heard.
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